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PRIMARY SOURCE SCAVENGER HUNT 

Goal: Students will locate, analyze, and explain historical primary sources using the 

Library of Congress website. 

 

PART A: Finding the Source 

Directions: Go to www.loc.gov and complete the tasks below. 

1. Find one photograph related to U.S. history before 1900. 

o Title of photo: __________________________________________ 

o Year created: __________________________ 

2. Find one letter or diary entry written by someone who lived through a historical 

event. 

o Who wrote it? _________________________________________ 

o What event is mentioned? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Find one map that shows a change over time (borders, railroads, migration, etc.). 

o What changed on this map? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Find one newspaper headline from before 1950. 

o Headline: ________________________________________________________________ 

o What is the article about? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.loc.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDominique_Daniels-Clarke%40dekalbschoolsga.org%7C6282dd7be950494e2f9808de4849c112%7C312b238ac08341c1a18b736b02696f79%7C0%7C0%7C639027678771659703%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oIjOW3zu4QykZ%2BQBTS4g1seJ%2F0C6V9eu59zB40tnIE8%3D&reserved=0


 

PART B: Thinking Like a Historian 

Choose ONE of the sources you found and answer: 

1. Who created this source? 

 

2. When was it created? 

 

3. What is happening in the source? 

 

 

4. What does this source teach us about life at that time? 

 

PART C: Reflection 

Why are primary sources more reliable than textbooks alone? 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


