
QUICK START (cont.)
How to change the template color theme

You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 
DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 
choice. You can also create your own color theme.

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 
go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster.

How to add Text
The template comes with a number of 

pre-formatted placeholders for headers and text blocks. You can add 
more blocks by copying and pasting the existing ones or by adding a text 
box from the HOME menu. 

 Text size
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 
present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 
the conference requirements.

How to add Tables
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and 

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows and columns. 
You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 
document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 
FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins.

Graphs / Charts
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 
Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 
document has been created.

How to change the column configuration
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 
column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 
be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER.

How to remove the info bars
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 
poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 
them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 
match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master.

Save your work
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 
PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF.

Print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 
Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 
for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 
before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 
same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 
offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page.
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon. 
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DESIGN GUIDE

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 
through the poster design process and answer your poster 
production questions. To view our template tutorials, go 
online to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK.

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001

QUICK START
Zoom in and out

As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 
that is more comfortable to you. 
Go to VIEW > ZOOM.

Title, Authors, and Affiliations
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 
and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 
provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 
text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 
change the size of your text. 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 
institution name(s).

Adding Logos / Seals
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 
logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 
going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 
low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 
like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.  

TIP: See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page.

Photographs / Graphics
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 
and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 
corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 
images by enlarging them disproportionally.

Image Quality Check
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 
they will print well. 
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Primary sources… 
❏ provoke student curiosity
❏ invite multiple interpretations
❏ support deeper understandings across disciplines
Students… 
❏ bring wide ranges of background knowledge, reading abilities, and interests.
❏ require support and feedback that’s differentiated for their specific needs.
Therefore teachers need…
❏ concrete strategies to make sense of student responses 
❏ teacher actions to respond to specific student learning needs
❏ consequence-free practice in providing feedback on their feet as learning unfolds 

Zoom-In with Primary Sources

Ignite student curiosity and build background knowledge to support deeper understandings as 
students uncover a primary source piece by piece

Learn three teaching strategies: (1) Prompt Thinking, (2) Gather Responses, and (3) Make Meaning

We provide teachers with four strategies to gather responses equitably from ALL students: 
1. Individual Thinking Trackers: Students monitor and assess their thinking during the activity.
2. Share Out: All members of the class share ideas after a chance to think individually or in small 

groups. Some routines to try include Domino Discover and Show and Share. 
3. Gather and Group: Students write down responses to a guiding question, and the teacher groups 

student responses into patterns to determine the next steps of the lesson. 
4. Around the Room: Students form small groups at stations, discussing and document their 

responses on chart paper or a laptop. Then students rotate, reading the responses of other groups 
and contributing feedback to the original responses.

Gather Responses: Four Strategies

Virtual Classroom Simulation

Sources and Further Information

Bondie, R., Mancenido, Z., & Dede, C. (2021). Interaction 
principles for digital puppeteering to promote teacher learning. 
Journal of Research on Technology in Education, 53(1), 
107–123. https://doi.org/10.1080/15391523.2020.1823284

Claim, support, question | Project Zero. (2015). Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. 
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/resources/claim-support-question

Image 1 of Sojourner Truth. I sell the shadow to support the 
substance. (1864). [Image]. Library of Congress. 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/lprbscsm.scsm0880/

Hunter College and Harvard Graduate School of Education
Rhonda Bondie and Eric Soto-Shed

Differentiating Feedback with Zoom In

Teachers practice the teaching strategies they’ve learned in a consequence-free virtual classroom 
created with a software called Mursion. In this simulated classroom, teachers: 
1. Watch a student discussion during a Zoom-In activity; 
2. Practice asking a student questions based on what they said in the activity; 
3. Discuss further with the same student to help them make meaning; 
4. Lead a discussion with the larger group to prompt deeper understandings and make new 

intellectual connections. 
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What do you see? What new things do you see?

Generate your own questions 
using this statement: “I see… 
that makes me wonder…”

What helps you know when this 
photograph was taken?

Essential Question: What is the relationship between reading and freedom?

Make Meaning: Strategies for Providing Feedback

After gathering student responses, teachers must learn more about students’ thinking in order to 
provide instruction that is differentiated for their needs. Teachers do this by asking questions that: 
❏ Clarify: consider the meaning of each student response
❏ Reflect: determine what pieces to focus on and why
❏ Elaborate: add more details or information
Once they’ve made sense of students’ ideas about the primary sources under study, teachers can use 
what they’ve learned to prompt further student thinking. 

Virtual students are puppeted in a mixed-reality virtual classroom created with Mursion. 

Next Steps and Broader Goals

This series of online professional development modules represents the first year of a three-year grant 
from the Library of Congress’ Teaching with Primary Sources program. The project, “Teaching 
Language and Literacy as an Act of Resistance,” creates professional development modules that enable 
teachers to learn the history of education and teaching in the United States while developing essential 
teaching strategies to ensure all learners are learning every day. 

Overview Description

Year 1: Make Meaning

We discuss anti-literacy laws and use a TPS teaching strategy, 
Zoom-In, to examine a photograph of Sojourner Truth while 
practicing our teaching strategies to make meaning with 
students. 

Year 2: Speak Up

We discuss the Civilization Fund Act of 1819 and equip 
teachers with strategies that support students in developing the 
academic language of a specific subject or topic by building on 
the diverse language strengths that students bring to our 
classrooms. 

Year 3: Write Your Stories

We discuss Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) and 
equip teachers with practical daily teaching strategies that 
support students in developing the writing skills in using 
evidence from primary sources to support inferences and 
creating digital documentaries to share research on literacy 
strengths in communities of the past and present. 

Prompt Thinking: Essential Question

An essential question launches the exploration, then teachers press student thinking with questions 
that challenge students to observe, interpret, and evaluate. During Zoom-In, teachers support students:
❏ Selecting evidence seen in the primary source to support an inference;
❏ Using subject-specific vocabulary to support their inferences. 
At the end of the inquiry, students reflect on their understanding of the primary source and its 
relationship to a historical context or big idea. 

Students note their ideas as primary source pieces are revealed. Credit: Project Zero Visible Thinking Routine

Primary Sources and Differentiated Feedback

To disrupt patterns of literacy achievement, teachers need more 
than reading methods and interventions, teachers must increase 
knowledge of the historical roots of language and literacy teaching 
practices and reject deficit perspectives of literacy abilities 
(Bartolomé, 1994).

http://www.facebook.com/pages/PosterPresentationscom/217914411419?v=app_4949752878&ref=ts



